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e roar and rumble of distant thun-
Bed been heard in the hills ail morn-
. 2ed along about noon o blg binck
W Cluse eredping' up over the crost
‘the concinent, leted a Nttie, when a
ol one of the hills caught the
Tcomer, ripped It open and let the
= owi. It 4l'n't maln; the water
Iy fell out of tha cloud, and went
hing down the side of the monnt-
88 it rushes off the roat of a house
a Bard Aprii shower,
!l"he Heitle flneures were flied first,
et the gorges, gullles and rought ra-
Vine, aud whes these empiied ints the
| Thuntlest rils thar ran sway toward
1 & oot of the runge, evary vl be-
b fame a rushing rviver. Leaves and
)| ush and fallén  trees were botne
away on the Lreast of the flood That
Erew In volume and increased In
w alarmingly. Waen all this water
b m rushing down into the maln can-
| don the song of e strenm st rippled
there was hushed, the bed of vhe creek
wae filled with big Doulders that hasd
Been rolled down by the flood, and
& prest river went roaiing down iowarnd
dhe piain, Up throligh this maTow,
P orooked canyon a narrow ghuge rall-
[ road ran 1o Bilver CHIL  Siiver CLi
b &L one fime had 30,000 people, chen 5,000
S And mow not more Chan hirly people
I Jive there, unicss thelr business com-
L pel them 1o do ko, It produced some
p.l\'«&'. a seunsational munder, one cun-
SrEFEmAn and poiered out.
| Shea the Ooud Lied zone o mile in
e wnaln canyon and plcked 05 tlget o
een ralliond bridpes apgd al the dénd
I mber in e giloh iy presenced o roli-
2 INg front tweniy-five feet high and
S opeachad from hill w hill
l' Grent gpruce jross were upraotsd, the
Btrack, with the cross tied sl hanging
0 the raits, was ripged upand the ralis
bending ke bajing wire, woond aron
“the rolling debris and clogged the -
Fon, Then the wellineg ood would 6l
the wholt gorge and roll on with such
"4 mass of brilge Umber afid [allen
s pushed  in (ront thet you

|
%
I

of It

ool s g0 Slgn of water a8 the Mood
Ebore dowi upeh you, but onily & t=ngled
I ake of rail ties And twistesd 41

: A couple of prospectors b
at 1, and climbed the enny
in Jdme w0 save themselves whille e
Jiktis burres, with their packs an tvheip

ihaols, went Sown 10 A wallery grave,
Next came a of  freleht
teams bringi from s

Jistle mou The rattle

and rolse of

mith

n Baw
he heavy wamons made |t
Imposaible for the freighlers Lo hadir

¥

e ronr of the Nood vhey ware
woming down 1he cany ¢y hRd thids
B Basks to It and so wers svertuken In a
~Bltrow place, Some of the men leaped
B from their wagona, serambied up the
pmeen hill out of the way of the water,
while othete ook to the tall trees, but
oWien the Moo coae, the st i trees
= in the gulch wentl down like senflow-
BNErE in A cyclone's path. and the Iuek-
1 Bess (eighiors mingled with the horses
And wagonr and were washed away.
Fortunately for us, we were an hour
L Bate In loaving the junction thnt Joy
imnd hnd not reached the narrow part
pf the panyon. The engineer had been
Eatohing the black eloud as it came
P over the range. and Knew we svers
Btie t run Into a washoui az any mo-
gnent. The very winds that came down
; fresh and cool, seemsd to
water In tbem.. The three day
coaches were filled with a heterogen-
eous herd pushing to the QY which,
L like many other camps, was then pos-
ing as "5 second Leadville” Thers wens
preachers ahil play netors, miners and
merchiinis, covwbors and confidence
men; and_here and there waunt-facad
. BiriF wlth peachblow complexion and
[ wondertal tmpassible hair, billed for
&‘.-} varfety. _
| Up poar Lhe engine the express mes-
Benger sat op a little iron sufe. Upon
elther hip be wors a_heavy six-shoater
“mnd across His I@p lay 2 Winchester
rifle, . He was as nearly contented and
¢ BAPDY s men may reasonably bope to
e on this earth. The refreshing hreese
| that cume to him was swee! with the
went of summer. The hiks wers green
jlund his heart was glad. But his heart
jiSWas nol in. the hilis. That very Sun-
@ay morning e had
keoping of the warden's daughter as
they walked withoot the walls of the
AY prisan down by the junction. Al-
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|
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i pie who passed up and down. to anpd
i from the minern! enrings that pushed
Jfroa the maeks at the eéntrance to the
SETENT canyan, he had fold her the se-
Jeret of his heart. The coler. coming ta
| #er face the while she heard the tale,
dl &im that she was listening, When
had coms o the corner of the
ong siep bavond which would
them into Tull view of the war-
on's residence, hie had pressed her for
answer.  She could find no wvolee
answer. but put out her hand.ns if
fehe would say good-bye. He took it
End the touch of it told him &ll he
wwished to know, Now he grew =o gind.
thinking it all over, that he claspad
hile hands together, a8 a £ir) would dn,
vand ihe rifls, slipping from his lap,
| Gown into the river that ran be- |
¢ the track. The door at his hmek, |
next the canyon . winll. was olosed ¢
barrmsl.  The oppostie door, over-
Eing the liftls river, wae thrown
ge apen, and toithe messenezsr sit-
- thers, came the splash of water
4 the smell.of niue.
He rambmbersd thar the agent, Tin- |
alopgside-of his car as he wis |
ng the junction, had pointed ta the |
on safe and ld: “Keep your eve on |
gunt'  The little eafe held $40,000
b Diper, &nd over in one corner of the |
boer, in an old eclav-sinined ore sack.
K * F1O0N0 In goldl,
LY We wore cutfing acrass a IHUs plocs
et high mound in the bend of the river
hen the awtal flood hurst forth from
paresw canvon fust In feont of us.
ongineer’s first  thovght was ta
X down and run away from thoe
Bt the recoliection that a donbie-
Jed freight thhin wie foliowving ne
wd him to chanes his mind. Tha
gesnen. hurried the passengers all
fhe messenger carrfed the mall
wxpress matier to o =fa place andg |
me gaxdd in wondarment whils
: yoaring flont went by, Tha muin
 of i, following the bed of the
huzged the opposite kil but
of our party was jenlous. Broad
the Amiley was Rere, it was anon
and the watsr ro=s hieh enotigh |
‘Bout thy Tesr coich, bul the engine.
¢ on hirher sround. acted mx an |
v and held the tradn,  In dess than
nuter the water had swopt
and carrled awax the brides
Y wo had fusld cressed and there
Wi were, on about three hundred vards
s and nothing before or hehind |

¥
t trein. having a olear
3 4 away {0 the junctjon,
§ ihe story of ouor distress and at
th> company- agent came to
!Fﬂw me:hnym with a m’:ﬁ
SEi by .
oti., mhd ufter tramping over a
ar & half hour, londed |

and “hawed back to the
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ILL, THE BANDIT.
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tven i o el
S-yest it tnlo the | smirting from the eff=ct of the rather

mosl within heating of the townspro- |

E
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! promise you right now, skinny,. that It
you do you'll never get scler, for I ln-
tend 10 have you shot while you're
happs." =

Noboidy replied to this, The man
addrissed only glanced acrogs the ta-
ble and then, dropping his eyes; orash-
<d the asher from his cigar with the
tip of his litzle finger.. The man at the
spedkors right smiled quietly over at
his vis-msviz, and then there was si-
lence for m moment.

The fralghter and the prospector,
Ieaning on the bar, paid no mltention
to the four men who sat and .moked
by the Httle pine tabld in 4 dark cor-
ner of the [og saloon. The “'Lone
Spruce,” ag the place was calied, had
done a rushing business in the boom
dayes, but Ruby Camp was gwing, even
£y Silver CUff, Gunnison und  dozeéns
of other camps have disd since—as
Crecde Is dying today—and bLnsiness
was slow. A drunken Ute reeled in
and wianted 1o play poker, shike dice
or ghool with any dog of a white man
in the place, When all the rest had
pul him aslde coldly he cime over 1o
the corper. and the duark man, being
deepr in thought, and not wishing to be
disturbed, arosé, and plcking his way
between the two guns which dungied
frim the hips of the noble red man,
kicked him along down the room and
out_into the night.

Havirg done hi= duty In removing
the red muisanee—for he hated a
arunkand—the dark min bade the bar-
kesper poodnight and passed out by
the back door, Tho three men at the
pine table foliowed him. :

All this gccurred {n the last h=if of
the elosing hour of the weel THirty
minutes luter, when the fTour moun-
talneers rode sway from the Biack
Brar Carrel. It was Sunday, Bl the
people of Ruby camp took oy note of
time. When the sun eame up on that
baxutiful Sunday, morning It round the
dark man and his companions at ‘the
top of the rangs overlooking the wet
mountain valley, Before they haid
reached the foothiliz the sun caupht
the (wo threads of stecl that stretched
Awnay ntruss the park and disappeared
at the entrance of the canyon atl the
font of the vale. All night they had
ridden single file, but pow as they eus
tered tie broad valley they bunched
thelr  horeses converseil as they
weni alors 1 getrk lept his
eyos upon a barren peak that stood at
the foot of the velley, wherg-the rafl-
road track, gliding smonth gver tne
geemed o tumble into the can-
swift Nisgura tumbigs over
At that point the fiitis pariy

to dismount and the
sl for che QNN Tha leadsr; wWho
was ahle to read both print and wrlt-
np. 1 noticed g paragraph in the
Denver Tribune to the effecl that the
rew Chster couniy bank would open
for business st Silyer CHIE on July 10,
He had been assured by bis own bank=
er at Gunnison that the new Institi-
i would b pericetly religble; backsd
£ it was by the First Natlcnal of Den-
Being & man of god j::dg:_nf-nt.
. ressoned that the necessary funds
for the new bank would in all proba-
bility leave Denver Saturday night,
and =o up from the jupction by the
oni dafly traiti on Sunday. That was
why he wished to toke the train. .

When they had crossed the valley
and entered the wilderness of pine
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expecied

.
s

and ecdir they tiegan to searoh for &

sids ecanyon sehich would iead them
down to the main guleh. Having found

& proper ravine they wittered and
srassed their horses and had break-
fast.

It was not ¥et noon and the train, the
dark min made out from the figures
upon & time card which he carried,
auid nal teave the junction untif 2 p.
1, It wounld probabiy be & or 3:15 when
it pussod the mouth of the Hitle rill,
upon which they wene encampedd.

Having breskfasted and =moked, the
mon stretohied themselvez uvpon the
ground, all save the darl man, and
giept like tired chikdren.

The leader leaning asalnst a moss
covered spruce tree, swatched a2 black

storm that was brewing in the hilis to,

the north. Presently he heard a sharp
olap of thunder. In a few minutes
there cnme the roaring =ound of 2
wilterfall, and the dark man knoew that
a cloud had given way; but, as the
maln guleh was dbetween him and the
storm, he gave the matter no serious

| thought.

At la#: the howr arrived. The four
mean, lnaving their horses, descendivd to
the main gulch, only 1o find that there
was no tailroad there Skinny, still

soevers temperance lectures he had re-
ealved the evening before, Tooked nt
th leader and started to lavgh. bul the
dark man scowled and crushed him.
He knew the country and knew that
the rodd had been there, but was now
washed away. A little way up the
| eanyon they came 1o the torm end of
the trnek and knew for a surety that
i traln would come up the gulch thal
day.

Tho slent leader made no show of
dispppoiniment, but quietly dismissed
s men and watched them ride awny
toward the sunsel. with their broad
hats tipped =ldewlse, and their ever
rondy riflés resting across thelr siad-
dies. For himself he wonld have no
rifle. “Only & coward or burglar” he
used 10 smy. “will earry A cannon to
do the work of a forty-five”

When the others had passed out of
sight the dark mnn reined his Swn
horse down the canyon. intending, gince
Yo was so pesr. to visll hi=s wife atl the
Junctinn,  The recant washout had Jeft
the bed of the gulch almost Impassa-
e, and it was not-until aftor midnisht
that the lone traveler cname to the
nbndonsd train, laying, like a lving
thing that had fallén asleep on its own
il Finding (he express cor lookasil
he opensd ones of the doors with the
coul pick whisch he found on the en.
gine, The Nitls fron safe wias speurely
icked, ‘Having removaed all the eox-
plosives from the car this experienced
mnuntainesr quictly blew up the safe
with a fow sticks of dynamits, but
there wa= no money in it. Br 4he light
of the enpinter’s torch he mpnaged to
reod A lefter thnt hud bosn left thers
hy tha messenger, and which was ad-
dressed to the express agent. As the
explorer finlehed reading it he gave a
Jow safé 'whistle of surprise—nol much
above a whisper—for he was o quiet
undemonstrative man.

From the car he returnsd to the en-
gine, and with the clinker hook fished
an ol& clay Etalned ore sack ot of the
tank. When he hiad cast tha' sack. in
the bed of the river he hurried away in
the direation of the junction, urging
tis horss over the rough ground a=
though. he were bent upon a new and
Important mission.
There was great excliement at the
Junctibn when we arrived without the
express messenger, who acted na postal
cierk as weil,

_When the Joend express agent learned
that the messenger was oot with the

| rescued party. that the conductor had

bheen unabie to find him. and that ne
one could remember having seen him
sinee we stopped and he was seen head-
Ing for high lapd with his reclster
ponch and ‘Some’ pacitames of  axpress
mutter bearving red seals. he began to
wire in Al directions. In a Ttts while
annunted men were dashing out toward
the £0.ns to be Teady to take the
t:g!-fa e,
12 waF plain enoagh. the agent wr-
messEnger had taken ad-

kot g‘w doilars reward

"o noes  and|w
(clonred out with the wedlth tn gl
Fet “the capture of the mes- | |

among the frst Lo leave fown, and as
they all knew the country, wore soon
upon the ground where the open and
empiy safe Jeft little to be exploined.
The safe, they argued, had been Glown
up by the messenger for a blind, bui
they would not be fooled.

The messspger, it woull seem, had
remiined in the viclnity of the washout
until the traln wes abandoned, and
then set out upon & long trammp through
the trackless hills. He knew the pack-
ages that were most valuable, and with
‘these he fAlled his pockets. The gold

four, tncluding himself, and put out for | b
the scens of the rabbery. They were | 'm

death wound, plunged wildly and made |
it tmpossible for its rider to take ac-
curate sim.  Dropplng his rifie, the of-

o l‘t.l’s

fioer hegan to use his revolver, but &

he must leave, for the journey would he l rixinee #hot Ei-m;t thg messenger’s 45

iy Moment Later He Leaped Over a Precipice and Went Rolling Down
the Splintered Slde of a Deep Gorge™ <

& tiresome pne. The couniry.
wae new to him, was extremely rough.
At tlmes he foupd himssill at the bot-
tom of a derp gorge, anid again at the
top of a steep biuff and saw before him
n black and apparently bottomless
abyes. There Wias nu moon, bul the
friendly suirs would guide him. Pike's
peil, standing high sgainst the sky,
showed him whers the east wasg, while
the Greephotn range rose rough and
abrupl to the west. But when he had
been upon’ his journey less than an
hour, 4 gray cloud hung like a haayvy

fg on the hill and shut out all the
fight from the hedvens, and obscured
the earth. !
inists to clear away he kept on going
and was spoon hopelessiy losi, so Ia&r
= any knowledge of the points of the
compags was concerned. He might, {or
what he knew, be Beaded for the hills,
or he might be wilking In the direction
of the junctlon and fthe state’s prison.

At last. having reached what appear-
ed to be the summit of a4 liktle hilf, he
siat down upon 4 huge rock to rest. As
he sat there he thought he heard &
sotund like that produced hy horses
stepping about on ® stone fioor. Pres-
ently the cloud rolled away, and al-
though the valley below was =il ob-
soursd, the stara wers brizht above
and the orags of the mpin range stood
out clean-cut against the western SKY.
Refore hlm he saw Plke's peak anid
knew that a Nite way below him, hid
in the mist. lay the junction.

The sherill and his posse, lost in/the
for, had hatted in a-small basin and
were walting for the clouds to ciear
away.
hestd a man ocough. and now the lit-

tle party wers sitting on thelr horzes|
. which waz broken only by |
tramping of & broncho,

in slle

'\'I:T’LIF i
“Whidl's that ™" asked the sheriff, polni=
| ing to the rogk above them, I should
seili

gay Jt was 8 Dbear ng
taunches,” =ald one of the men. “TH
just tap it with a eartridse,” contin-}

ved the last speaker, but at that me-
ment one of the horses gave A snort,
and Instandly the figure of tha
messsprer rose from the rock and stood
out against the dark blue sky. Until
now he had beon siiting bare headed,
and that give him the huneny look 6f
#, bear, but when he stood up and ciap-
ped hiis bell toppsd cap upon his head,
the sherift recognized him in an in-
stant.

“Lets drop him' =mild one of the
men—"there's t thousand i It and if
he ever leaves thot rock he's mone.”

“Hold!" gaid the sheriff—'we must
give him a show to surrender”
| When ths four men had swung thelr
| Buns into position the sharifl command-
ed the messenger to throw up his
hands. Inst=ud of obeying. the man
turnsd a3 If he Intended to bolt, and

|
1
I

Instead of walting for the

The sheriff insfsted that he had |

on | hig,

big |

which | plerced hils heart.

Anpther plunge of

1he Horss hurlsd him to the ground, hls
foot caught in 'the stirrup and the mas-
sonyger wie horrified to see the crazed
broncho bounding awar drazging lus

rider,

head down, over the jugoed |

rovks. The maddenoediatimal appentod

to be blind with rage.

Hpe crashed

through w low broad cedar and a mo-
ment lader ieaped over a preciplee and
went rolling down the splintered side
of a deep gorge; and when the sheriff
and his companions came up the guleh

they found, where ‘the horse and rider
had fallen, one mangied muoss of torn

and tattered fiesh.

Made

despera

- by

Find-

ing it impessibie to run away from lWis

purst

treazsure,

1ers, the

messenger cached his
took refuge

among  some

sharp rdeks, and awalted the coming

of the

EREmy.

To hig surprise, only

two men, came out of the guleh; the
oiher, having taken another route in
orider to hedd off thée fugitives, was

now. far-out of range.

The offictrs had

the advantags of being armed with

rifles,
fought al long range.

and to

holit: this advantazge,

The besiegul,

weing sheltered Dy the rocks, wid abile

to scand them  off

until both of his

guns were empiy, but the moment he
ceased fAring the shenif and his deputy

began

to

afdvancs. The msssenger,

wealk from his wound,iworked nervols-

Iy with his one usef
baraly succeeded in-

anand, and  had
Nng one of his

pistols when he wag Surprised by the
sound of 4 gun almastdivectly behind
him and not ten feet ‘sway: Heo turned

his revolver upon ¢he hew domer,

only

| to find that the man wasaiming al the

deputles. Without o word he turned
agaln to the work inhand, and nt the
fiext erack of the sirangér's pistol saw

tie left arm of the sherilt rall Hmp at
his. side, while the Winchester It was

wilo

ieveiing fell
damn you, fAght ial
advancing.
exEmpe
£0

straihger
fenrless

Inforced
came Tfrom shelter and
advanee upon his assgliafits

w

had
him,

Thev ground.  Now,
r,i‘ shoutad the
“Following the
oF thig . man,
inexpectedly .
the messenger
began o
fma of

the horses was hit by & bullet and be-
cime almost unmanageahble, so that
the sheriff, finding the brunt of the
fight upon himself, and seeing that the

messenger had a  confederato,

was

about to retlrs when a badiy-a2imed
shot from 'his companlon shatieriéd the
ankle of the messenger, causing him

to' fa

. In nn i

nstant he rose o his

kness dnd began gealn to use his gun,
The sheriff, glancing at his companion,
saw that he had been hit in the head;
for biood was streaming'down his frece.
The battle had gone against them, and

now

blesding

the wounded sheiiff
compznlon

and hiz
turned their

liorses and galloped away,

“inoam Instant He Rose (o Hix Koees and Begnn Agnin to Use His Gan.”

| with 'the first move of his hody the
| rifles cracked almost f¥ one gun an
the messenger went dowi.
Throwing (his biidal relas over the
necks of the horses the sherifi’s posse
| dismonnted and hurricd up the lttle
| K but when they veached the spot
where the mossenger had stopd, there
WS no messenger, nod slgn of messen-
ger, Anticipating the raln of lepd he
hed dropped behind  the rocks while
the bullets pnssed over his head znd
by the time the posse had reached the
crest of the hilll and recoversd from
thelr surprige, the messenger was far,
up the side of the mountain hiding |
among the orags. |
| *What d'you say now. cap?” asked
| the man who had befn anxlous to eafn |
| the reward. “do we glt "Im nex time er
do e let ‘im go?" : |
| MGt 'tm mald the sherdll, and  the
| posse returned to thelr hories,

14 4

fnurf The messenger sank to a sitting pos-
d ture, lald his empty, smoking revolver

upon the ground and gazed at his new
found friend. . =

“Are you-hit?” asked the litter, com-
ing toward the young man, aod the
méssenger made no'reply antil, he had

given his hand, 1o the 'stranger,

Then

he answered simply “Yes™
The dark ‘man ppened. the messen-

(done

Sprice

ger's ghirt (nnd He did it as deliberate-
Iy as he had kicked the-Ute from the
salvon),

s o examined the
then the brok-

shitiered ghoulder an
en ankle, and asked,

that an"

“Yes,” #aid tha woundetl man; “isn’t

that

enough?"

“Not If they meant to kil you, for
they haven'. found your wital. What
‘3: lot of farmers to go -shootin’ & man

the footr; guees they wanted you to

'dnnce,

ken up,

Thut top scrateh wasn't bad.
| Heckan yoau must have got that in the
| previpus sngagement, eh? The blood's
| Degtin to |

T =ée that 1a)-

The white oloud rolled dewn the low's ;lim sr l‘f\fer- the cliff. Gee! He
I'moutitnin as the flecce rolls from a ™ust have fell & mile” =
5 : | The dark man had risen after exam-
R it shern s las e 8| i 88 Srelatngrs wounns2no
: L 8% when the latter looked up to his friend
Thowdmnmme_omo!thi&stla; CHin-bwh

‘antd revealed the peaks that were hid-
den hizh up in heaven's blu=  Upon
¢lther hand—before dnd behind him—

| the messenger, orouching in the crags, yay

hemrd the clatter of steol-clad feet and
knew Lhat he being surrounded.

ghirt open and was

e | I3

this appalling |
sighi, (he {hrie officers were soon hot
ugon the trall af the fugltive,

dar. Can you bring It to me? There

are five plagest” T I A -

“Forty tipusand, ch?” sald the dark
man A8 he dumped the five envelopes
beside the messenger, “and it ain't
worth  the  exeliement  youw'v gone
through. But I ke you. - There'sgood
stuff In you, bow."

““Half of it ought to be yours for you
saved me ani. he money, too, but who
fire you, and how did yon Kappen to
be herel” asked the mesaenger eagsr-

'T got your note—the one you left
in the safe—" )
“But that was for the azsni’
;ta‘?'-es. I know. I ppemediit by mis-
- ;

[ S5fy, but these fellows aia  fight
| wicked)” tha mescenger remarked, as
he picked up his émpty gn and bégan
to kitk the shell out. “Hope that was
ol Huerfano bimsell that weént over
the biafl' |

“The devil you do.'* |

“Sayl are you bleeding Inside?* ask-
ed the megssnger as bls companion
senk to the ground, with the alr of a
tired ‘'man

“I regkon so. Can y¥ou get a hoss?

“No,! mald tie messenger, “but if
yau've got a horse, for heaven's sake
taky this money’ and go, for those
wolves will return. and T'd rather
they'd zet me without the money than
the money without me, br, what s
more jikaly now, both of ve and the
money, too '

The dark man put two fingers Lo his
Nips, guve a shrilll wild whistle, and o
bezuiifu]l horse—black as nighi—came
leaping Hp from the gulch behind him.

“My! hut you're a verding youth™
s=ild the dark man 38 the niessenger
offered him the money, and there wos
a shade of n emile aboutr 'hin black

musthche. *“Come, let me help ¥ou
ftito  the saddl= while I've gor the
surength. Be quick"” and he reachad
to help the messenger to rise.

“I =hall mnever leave you |here |
alone—"

“I'l be dead in twenty miputes—

thirty nt the cutzide. Now don't be a
fool" #ndhe stooped to MIf: the bhiz
mass=anger by hls wounded leg, but the

effart eajehd him. to coughi Dlood |
sputtad from. his mouth, :‘md bath
men, weaik from thsir waolinds, Téll

down in . a heap: and fhen, leaning on
their eithows. thay loocked at each
other, the 'dark min with a cvnleal,
ithe messenger with ‘a sort of hyster-
fcal, smile. The bldck horse sniffed
at Nis master and enorted at the smell
of Blood.

Y.

The warden's dark-eyed daughter
was taking her réguiar morning ride
in the foothills. There ware no daily
papers to spread the news of the placy
and she hid Baard nothipg. of the
washout of the previous day gnd of the
fifght of the meszeénger, Yeslirday he
had made her feel hers2lt the happlest
woman in the world. She had gone to
her bod happy, hat had awakened in
o dreadful dream, and had b2¢n un-
abla 1o go to sidep [rom that hoor un-
til morning. Her heart was lieavy
within her breast. 8he felt half in- |
elined to be angry with her spiritcs
horss, who wis now cAnteting awsy
with her towird the fresh-gnsen I
At the edge of the wvalley she
three horsemen riding  hard
the tawn. PTwo of the men were
wounded—one was bleeding—anid she
asked what wns the matter.. The men
appeared not to want to stop, but
when she had heard. In a confussd
wity., something about the
messenger, she wurned and rode by the
side of the sherlff until ke had told
héyr hurriedly  all that had eccurred,
He mude her understand that they
had left the fogitive and his confed-
erate at the top of the guleh from
which they hid just emerged and that
the “thlsf" was geversly wotnded.

“He is no thisf,” she retoried; “there
Iz some mistake”

*Wes,"! suid the sherlT, “we made a
mistake in ot shooting him down lk=
it dog at first sight; but hellf never
lsave thosé hills ‘allve, In &n hour
the whole town will be sfter him™”

With that ths sheriff drove the spurs
Into his hofs= and galloped away al-
tey his companions.

The dark-eyed woman relned her
horse to a stop and stood looking after
the deputies, Il was some moments
boefoirr she could realize the awful
of what she had heard. *“In an hou:
the whole town will be after him.”
She repentsd what the skerift had
said, The gunrds aif the prison, thoss
who could be s¢pared—éven her own
father—would be upon hig trafl to Kill
Bim, It must not e, With A nrayer
upor her lips the beglldersd woman
turned . her horse and dashed away
townrd the hills,

From the ‘valley ‘the gulch showed |
plainiy, but -when she found herself
among the rochs ghe became confu
The heavy growth of pinion and oxdir
obscured her view and for peariy an
hour she gallop=d up and down along
the foothillal unable to find the cor-
regt posg, Her horse was swhite with
foam. Her veil had been torn nway
'and her face was bleeding from many
Iwounids Infllcted by the sHff branches
of the spreading cedars. AL times she
actually eried out to God to guide her
| to her lover, whom she belleved to be
innocent, At lasi she found the trall
made by the sheriff’s posse as they
came down the gulch, but a mpment
latay her heart sank ae ehe heard the
rattle of horsemen behind heor,  Prés-
ently she eams to the dead deputy
and his horge, but the sight did not
appall her. Nothlng covid stop her
now., Tven w the pregence 'of thess
Eilent witnesses—the horse apd rider
sidin by the messenger—sha was ahle
etll'to belleve In his Innocence. Such
is) the capacity of a woman's love.
Now a new trouble eonfronted her.
Fer horse refused to phss the dead, In
vain she Arghd, coaxéd and whipped
him; he would only snort apsd turn
away, Nearer and neaver came the
erowd of man-hunters behind her. At
lagt, having glven up nll hope of get-
ting her horse beyond the ghastly
deid, she lezped 1o the ground and
continued on faot. The horse, having
been tralned to follow: her as a faith-
ful dox follows his masver, leaped the
corpse of his brother, and galloped to
his' mistreas, It required but & mo-
ment for her to remount, and when
ghe reached the top of the narrow
canyon she turned to lock bBehind her.
The Httle gulch, was filled with a
stréenm of horeemen  and’ at the hesd

mit
toward

| guleh- g straggling and broksn lins of

of the eolumm  rods  her fpther, fol-
lowed by the mounted guard from the
penitenitiary, From' 'he mouth of the

horsemen: reachyd down (1o /the stage
road, and the stage mad  was fned
with wagens and boys on the burros,
while: ot of the town and over the
;g]t‘:y men, and women swarmed liks
“IUsawlul for you to have m die for
me," said Lhe messenger as the two
men leaned upon  thelr elbows and
looked' at esach pther. Hiz shint was
pastad ta' hi= shoulder. Hia shoe hav-
ing filled up. the blaod was now oozing
put betwesn the lacings )
“It Is mot awful" said the dark man,
rubbing the eénds of hls fingers cver
the wound In his breast. ‘Tts a useful
ending  of a ‘wasted life. 1 never
dreamed that I should die #o nearls
satiafict], And sueh tport. Why that
fight betwesn you and the—and Fuer-
fanb Blil, az you call him, was the bast
thing I ever saw. Ahd the last wild)
piungs of the maddensd horse. What
@ climax. I wonder where fhe soul
‘plunges to &t that ‘last | T Stum,
‘thers 15 ne soul and no placs
to-—I've always said so. And yot.
went on, InoRing wt his companion.
“when I was mr--t;ﬁ:t*igﬁ--.u mn{e‘:‘;
4go, T thought the snd corrie,
Anstead of darkness thers was dawn—
‘an wm} dawn—the dawn of a new Iite,

| that boy—they won't fire on you-and-F

[ the ednyeon.

|'hiz left arm In o sling

| citme [requently
rapldiy Increasing orowidl R
¥

It mum;; 'rt;émm" senger doa

o A

:?a;; HIL ratssd’
B
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‘grass, end holding it =
end nnd lstened. Ths men S0t
and regohed for thelr arms. The so0us
W _the spproaching army came from
| the canypn. . ' |
SThey've been, relnforoed,” snld the
dark man, “But you're all right—I can-
zquare you In iwo mwinutes—and, as
I'vé got to cash In snyway, it makes
no  differsnes . Look owd—ihere’s a
womin,” k= sld exoitedly, as the ¥az-
den's dapgnier emerged {rom the can-
yon and gailoped toward them.
“IizFo. gal!" =ald the dark man.
“Where is he?' she enllad, -

“Hers! hers!” eried the mmnﬂ:r -

from behind  the rocks, amd a moment

—— — — — —

¢ Yale Beauty
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.

later she was bending over hint Toar &
hrief moment she sulferdil him to held-|

Fer to kis bremst, and then, pushidg)

him awey. she leaked nim fuil-in Eh_e]
fage, and asXed in o tone that aimost
froze his blood: “Are you gullty or In-
nocert? Tell me quickly.” Bt the mes-
senger appearad to be utterly unaobis
to answer or even to comprehend her
mesning,
She stood up and glanced toward the
oanyon. ;
YHe='s alt right. gel—you've made no
mistake,” sald the stranger. :
“He saved my e said the mes-
tepger, polhting 1o ‘hls compinles—
“swhy don't yon thank him?” ol
*How can 17" she ashed, turning o

the ‘strﬁnger and offering the gloved
hand, N
“Teke this pockage to Mrs, Monirs

In the white cotinge on the river down
by the smeler—she’'s my wife: you'li
find her: and If you'll taks the trpubje!
to be Kind to her I shaid e in yvour
detit and remaln so. 5o long ax [ #m
dead. Now take this gun and- protest

don't crre (o kil nnybody els=, . now
that Um already overdus In dnothet
warkE™ -

She took the gun mechanicaily, and
turned to face the posse (st was at)
that moment beginning to swurm from

Are you . mad?r”
dacnm.

"Drop that gun”’ cried a sheriff wii

shoutad the war-

Theé messenger, ‘utterly unablp 1o -
dersiand what the row was all aboul.
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inkles are very

aitempted to rise, and in his exelts-
ment 8tood on his broken ankle and the
oulel: pain caused him o 81 In a
Falms.

“Look after thie boy," =nid ths dark
man. and the warden's daughter (drop-
(] the nely weapon and Mfted her/
°s hend: from the ground
op that gun” vopeated the sher-
£ A cowboy shisd a rope at the
dirk man, bul he dodzed 11

“One minure, sald he, opening his
siirt. and showing his death wounds
won'll hove no troubhls are

“Whare's the murdersar?”
exciied citizen.

“There's the

|
f
safd the dark

shouted nn

ehlef.”

man, pointing to the woundsd sheriff. *

The sherfflf stowled.

“Is th= express agent hers?"
the principal speaker, and o fal man
with & red face came foirwand.

“This messénger 8 innocenl. T mean
to kil the first man =ho offers to Isy
i haad on hEm; cfter that you must
protect hime This lstter, whieh T have
talken the liberty to open. explains it
all. The sgck of gold he paft in the
tnnie you'lt find where T cached it In
the river oppogite the engine, The ps-
per, Losunpose, ls all thers by bis slie
= was afrald of being rovbed, apd
wila rying Lo reach the junction when
he wes assaulted by these fdiots whom
he mistook for robbers, and how well
he fcaght, hie own wounls and the
dead man'down in the guich will show
vaon'

The messanser, having regained con-
solousness, satl up and lopked wildly
mbout: The &agent & reailzing at
glance what an awfyl mistake had
been made. f2ll upon the
messsnger and wept llke a woman.
Every passing scocond .added to the
genernl  canfusion  and  excitement. ‘

bewildered |

Cries of “Hanz them, hang them,'”
and fast from the

Tt wardes. who algo understood,
ifted his aaughter, held her In his
nrms, and kissed away (he 1ears thas
were filtering through her smiles,

*“1 don't beliewe (L' gald ths sheriff
to his companinns,

“Becanss you're 8 chump,” sald the
darle mnan,

"What's It all about?" asked ma‘rl:n:o.
messanger of the agent. | ami s

“Where 5 the murderer?” ¢ried a|ibat m
newoomer, & brother of the dead dep- | Liood
vy, and then caiching sisht af the YA 4 BRUITCET
messenger, e ran straight toward him, | = of -women's
holling out ¢ cocked revalver as ¢ o

though it had been a sword swith which
he intended to run him through. Whon
he was within four'or five feet of ihe
wiminded mun. the dark man struck
him a fearful blow with 4 5. The man
wont down, the dark man conghed ancd

v & great flood of blood gushed from e

mouth, he clitched at his throat and
feM forward upon his face |

When thsy turned him over he wos
dend.

“Ay poor dead friend,” the messen-|
ger almost moangd. drageing himself
toward the prosirite {orm, “and 1
don’t avan know his name."”

“Ldn" said Sheriff Shores, who had
Just arrived upon the scens and pushed
himsa™t through the ecrowd.  *IU's
Huerfano Bill, the handit"

The Discovery Saved iis Life.

Mr. G: Cailloustte, Drugzist, Bsa.
veravike, lil, sayg: ‘“*To Dr. King'a
New Discovery I owe my life. Was
taken with La Gripipe ond trie] all the
physiclans for miles about, but of no
avall, and was given up and toid 1
could not Uve:. Having Dr. Klhg's
New Disgovery in my store I sent for
a bottle and begu> Its use snd from |
the first dose¢ bLegan fo gat better, and
rfter using thres ‘hotties was up and
about egain. It Is worth !ts weizht
in zold, Wa won't kedp gtors dr houza
without 18" Get a fres trial at Z
C. ML I Drug depun
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